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high vel·)city along the weaving roads, and once had to brake violently 
to avoid an Italian who was cutting a corner. · 

ARMAND CHARLET. In a letter dated November 28, i944, Mr. D. L. 
Busk gives us the following news of Armand Charlet. 

Charlet says he was released from military service in July 1940, 
having been the whole time in the Alps. Recently he has, of course, 
been in the F .F .I., and his latest duty is guarding German prisoners 
captured at Chamonix on August 17. The Germans are still in 
Courmayeur and his men recently had casualties in an engagement 
on the Col du Geant. 

In general, life is not as hard in the valley as it is in the towns. Con
ditions were not pleasant, first under the Italian and then under the 
German occupation. He nevertheless seems to have been able to do 
a lot of mountaineering, notably in 1943, which was an exceptionally 
fine season. He has now made his forty-seventh ascent of the Verte 
(including 13 different routes). He reports that on the first descent 
of the. N. face with two good mountaineers one was killed (July 5, 
1941 ). He gives no further details. In August 1942 he also made the 
first ascent of the Aiguille d' Argentiere by what he calls the J atdin 
ridge (S.S.W.) presumably the horrific ridge which bounds the 
Glacier du Milieu, as the Cha~onix guides call it, on the right as you 
go up. He describes it as very long and extremely difficult. He says 
that in spite of his 45 years he is still at the top of his form. 

GIFT. The executors of the late Canon G. H. Rendall have kindly 
presented to the Alpine Club a water colour drawing of Chamonix 
Church, by Albert Goodwin, ·R.W.S. We acknowledge this gift with 
warm gratitude. 

·on Canon Rendall's mantelpiece at Charterhouse there was carved 
his motto ~'l)crov we; Ev <SpEt live as on a mountain. 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1944 

MEMBERSHIP. On January 5, 1945, the numbers of the Club \Vere up 
by three with a total membership of 58~. The few resignations were 
mainly for financial reasons. Of the 14 candidates elected in 1944, 
5 were former members. Excluding these 5, one of whom is an 
octogenarian, the average age of the 9 new members is just under 
43. The increase in our numbers and the moderate average age of 
the new members are satisfactory signs that the Committee's policy 
of encouraging young and active mountaineers to join the Club is 
beginning to bear fruit ; and we may look forward to an increasing 
expansion of our numbers after the war. 

·LIBRARY. New books and other additions have been listed in the two 
numbers of the ALPI~E JOURNAL published last year, and . members 
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were informed in the Club Circular of October 28 that a number of 
duplicate copies of books have been purchased for the purpose of 
creating a lending library for their benefit. About a hundred volumes 
have now been collected, some of them being gifts, but until the library 
has been fully reinstated very little more can be done at present. The 
scheme will include up to date guide books as soon as these become 
available. The Committee have so far not felt justified in returning 
the library books and pictures to the Club Rooms, but hope that it 
may be both safe and practicable to do so during the present year. 

GENERAL MEETINGS. Six General Meet~ngs have been held during 
the year and the attendances have been well maintained. The in
formal dinners after the meetings have also been well attended. After 
the end of the present series of General Meetings on April 10, 1945, 
the Committee have under consideration the question whether to hold 
the dinners at some place conveniently near to the Club Rooms if 
possible, where the charge for dinner is considerably less than at 
present, and so make it possible for a wider circle of members to meet 
together. The Committee have under consideration the resumption 
of a more normal programme of General Meetings from October 1945 
to April or May 1946. · 

Protests have been received at the fixing of General Meetings on 
Saturdays. While Saturday meetings have been of advantage to some 
members under wartime conditions, it is not proposed to continue 
the experiment. The Committee have discussed the question whether 
it would be in the general interest of members to time the General 
Meetings for 6 or possibly 6.30 P .M. and have concluded that it would 
be more convenient to members after the end of the European War 
to maintain this practice and also that qf the informal dinners. 

ALPINE JouRNAL. The Committee considered a report from the 
Editor on the printing of the JOURNAL and after full discussion agreed 
that the JOURNAL should be produced as well as possible consistent 
with reasonable expenditure and that the printing of the JOURNAL 
should again be placed in the hands of Messrs. Spottiswoode, Ballan
tyne & Co. Ltd. 

ALPINE CLUB MEET. The Club Meet was held at the Dungeon Ghyll 
Hotel, Langdale, from July 6 to zo, 1944, and was attended by l2 

members (A.J. 54· 437-439). The 1945 Meet will be held at Pen y 
Gwryd Hotel, North Wales, from June 17 to July r. 

LADIES' ALPINE CLUB. The Committee have been pleased to house 
the library and pictures of the Ladies' Alpine Club and to allow them 
the use of the Club Rooms for their meetings on the same terms as 
other kindred clubs until such time as they are able to find other 
accommodation. 
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AccouNTS. The· Statement of Receipts and Expenditure shows an 
increase of £ r 3 6 gs. in revenue against the figures for the previous· year, 
mainly due to back subscriptions received, and receipts from Hall 
lettings. With regard to the latter, the expenses appear somewhat 
heavy, the chief item being £55 for current used during a total period 
of eleven weeks. At the same time Expenditure has more than kept 
pace with Receipts, the net result being an excess of Expenditure 
amounting to £ros 8s. zd. Against this must be set an itern of £so 
included under Library Additions, representing the cost of duplicate 
copies of books purchased to form the nucleus of a circulating library. 
M·embers have already been informed concerning this project. In 
addition there are two items of abnormal expenditure which may be 
regarded as non-recurring. Otherwise, the normal running expenses 
of the Club remain static and require no comment. The Balance 
Sheet shows an increase in the Bank Overdraft of approximately £85, 
and the Auditors have dravvn the Committee's attention to the annual 
increase in this item. At the end of the year unpaid subscriptions 
amounted to £6o. Some part of this amount has already been 
received, and it is hoped that the remainder will eventually be 
forthcoming from the members concerned. Members are earnestly 
requested to give their bankers a Standing Order to pay their subscrip
tions, thereby saving themselves the need of remembering to pay and 
the Club the time and expense of writing for overdue subscriptions . 

• 

The following reports are made on the work of the various sub
committees appointed by the Committee and other bodies on which 
the Club is represented : 

THE PRESERVICE TRAINING SuB-COMMITTEE was formed for the 
• 

purpose of assisting the War Office with a scheme for giving mountain 
training to the Army Cadet Force. The first experimental course 
was held under the direction of Mr. T. A. Brocklebank in North Wales 
(A .J. 54· 442-443). 'It is hoped that further courses will follow as 
a result of this most enterprising start. The matter rests with the 
War Office at present. 

THE ADVISORY CoMMITTEE ON THE HISTORY OF THE ALPINE CLUB 
have not yet been called upon for advice or assistance. The Editors, 
Messrs. R. L. G. Irving and H. E. G. Tyndale, are accumulating notes 
and are often in conference, but time is not for the present available 
for the necessary consecutive work upon writing. 

QuALIFICATIONS ADVISORY SuB-COMMITTEE. In considering the 
applications for membership of the Club in the year 1944, the members 
-of the above sub-committee, while retaining the principle that under 
normal conditions three or four seasons' experience above the snow 
line are needed for qualification, have borne in mind the interruption 
of mountain travel during the past five years, one consequence of which 
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has been that almost all the applicants have been men of middle age. 
In one or two cases where the qualification list was thin, but where 
there was evidence that, but for the war, the applicant would presumably 
have vvidened his experience above the sn(nv line, the candidate was 
regarded as qualified. 

STANDING CoMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS. Mr. R. L. G. Irving, 
our representative, reports that the Committee has been active in 
pressing the case for National Parks, about which it is hoped that some 
concrete proposals \vill soon be made public. He has pointed out 
that if any scheme for National Parks in mountain districts meant an -
invasion of the real mountain territory by hotels, roads, camps, etc.; 
it \vould destroy some of the things for which we visit them. 

FIRST AID CoMMITTEE OF BRITISH MouNTAINEERING CLUBS. Mr. 
Wilson Hey, our representative, ably assisted by our new member 
Mr. A. S. Pigott, has done much good work in developing and main- · 
taining the Mountain Rescue organisation and equipment during a time 
when the work has been especially arduous owing to the difficulties of 
transport and communications under war conditions . 

• 

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL OF PHYSICAL RECREATION sent an invitation 
to the Club to nominate a representative both to the Council and also 
to its Outdoor Activities Committee. The Committee appointed 
Mr. G. Winthrop Young to the Council and Mr. G. A. Dummett to 
the Outdoor Activities Committee. .The Council, which is chiefly 
sponsored by the Board of Education, is concerned with all forms of 
Physical Recreation and Training ; and it has already started one or 
two courses for training youth leaders in elementary mountaineering 
and wishes advice and practical help, such as the provision of lecturers, 
lecture material and instructors at training camps. A beginning in 
this direction has already been made. Our representation on the 
Central Council of Physical Recreation has now been transferred 
to the British Mountaineering Council, as the appropriate central 
authority. 

BRITISH MouNTAINEERING CouNCIL. In pursuance of the decision 
of the Committee, a conference of a selected number of the senior 
mountaineering clubs in this country was held at the Club on Febru- · 
ary 5, 1944· The conference was agreed on the advisability of moun
taineering clubs taking joint action in matters affecting their common 
interests and appointed an Ad Hoc committee to prepare a draft 
constitution for the proposed new body. This conference is reported 
in detail in A.J. 54· 318-321. The .next meeting of the Ad Hoc com
mittee was held on October 14, 1944, and the draft constitution was 
approved subject to minor amendments. It was agreed that copies 
of the constitution of the proposed British Mountaineering Council 
with invitations to apply for membership should be issued to all known 
British clubs and that the first meeting of the Council should be held 



• 

• 

• 

I 12 REVIEWS 

at the Alpine Club on Saturday, December 2. This meeting, at which 
thirty-two representatives from twenty-three clubs representing about 
7000 mountaineers, \Vere present, showed clearly that the initiative 
of the Committee in taking the lead in forming the B.M.C. had been 
rewarded by the active and interested support of practically all the 
active and progressive mountaineering clubs in this country. 

The Council at their first meeting proceeded to the election of the 
elective vacancies on the Committee of the Council and the Com
mittee appointed three sub-committees : Public Relations, Publica
tions, and a Programme sub-committee. The committee will meet 
quarterly or more . frequently if necessary. The sub-committees are 
already in action. Committee Meetings have been held on Saturday, 
February ro, and Saturday, March 17, and a very full programme of 
'vork has been undertaken. It may be of interest to members t hat 
the Council of the B.M.C. has 15 Alpine Club members out of a total 
of 32. For the committee the figures are : 9 Alpine Club members 
out of 15. It is desired to record, with very grateful thanks, the help, 
advice, and encouragement vvhich the Alpine Club has received from 
the officers and representatives of the many mountaineering clubs 
in this country in the work of forming the British Mountaineering 
Council. 

GENERAL. The work of the Committee during the past year has, 
in addition to the routine business of the Club, been mainly directed 
to our relationships with other clubs and the formation of the British 
Mountaineering Council. During the coming year, vvith the prospect 
of peace in Europe, more attention is being given to the reinstatement 
of the Club Rooms and similar improven1.ents in the amenities of the 
Club. The Committee has further had under consideration the 
probable trend of incom~ and expenditu'fe during the next few years. 
It has been considered permissible· to allow a small annual deficit 
during the war years in the reasonable expectation of increased member
ship and increased average subscription revenue in the post-war years. 

• REVIE\VS • 

L'Epopee Alpestre. By Charles Gos. Pp. 186. Victor Attinger, N euch atel 
and Paris. 

L'Epopee Alpestre is the title of 1\1:. Charles Gos' latest work. T he 
subject is not new but · M. Gos' delightfully polished style gives it a 
freshness which makes the book a pleasure to read. . The book takes 
the reader from antiquity to the present day and aims at conveying 
the gradual growth of inte.(est produced by the mountains in men's 
minds through the ages. 
. M. Gos divides his subject into seven periods : ' L'Antiquite,' 
'Le M6yen Age,' ' La Renaissance,' ' Le xviie Siecle,' ' Le xviiie 
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